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CMA Presents Evening of Exhilarating Rhythms with 
Royal Drummers of Burundi and Mombasa Party Nov. 4 


“The most exciting musical night...in a long, long time.” — Evening Post (U.K.) 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 17, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) proudly presents one of the world’s 
greatest percussion ensembles, The Royal Drummers of Burundi, along with the acclaimed string and vocal 
ensemble Mombasa Party, on Saturday, Nov. 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the newly renovated John Hay High School 
Auditorium. The evening will begin with a celebration of the harmonious sounds and traditions of the East Kenyan 
Taarab artists, culminating with the 20-drum ensemble’s performance of beats that once heralded the coronations 
of African kings. This performance is part of CMA’s acclaimed VIVA! & Gala Around Town concert series. 

Admission to the performance is $29; $27 for CMA Members. Valet parking is available for $3. Students 
are encouraged to take advantage of the “pay what you can” discount program (on the night of the event) or a 50 
percent discount for a group of six or more with valid student ID cards (when purchased in advance). To purchase 
tickets call the CMA Ticket Center at 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.clevelandart.org/viva. 

The Royal Drummers of Burundi have toured outside their country since the 1960s, lifting a tradition of 
sacred rhythms shrouded in ancient legend typically associated with births, funerals and the enthronement of kings. 
As their Ingoma, Amashako, I[bishikiso drums follow the central rhythm of the /nkiranya drum, audiences are 
moved by what has become known as the “Burundi beat.”” This massed drum sound captivated Western artists, 
including singer Joni Mitchell, who included the drummers in her 1975 album “The Hissing of Summer Lawns.” 
Their stirring sound continued to influence musicians such as British rock group Adam and the Ants and Bow 
Wow Wow in the early 1980s, and also inspired the conception of the 1982 WOMAD festival that sparked the 
world music boom. The New York Times wrote of the Royals Drummers’ Town Hall performance in 1995, “it was 
all a celebration of ability, the sheer pleasure of competitive creativity....”” The group’s recordings include “Live at 
Real World” (1993), ““The Master Drummers of Burundi’ (1994) and “The Drummers of Burundi” (1999). 

Mombasa Party is a “get-together” of some of East Kenya’s most celebrated Taarab artists, keeping alive 
a musical genre rooted in the joyous life celebrations of Kenya and Tanzania with a “strong liking for sounds 
associated with Indian film music.” Featuring poet and composer Maulidi Juma, the group’s leading male 


vocalist for three decades, and instrumentalist Mohamed Adio Shigoo on the harmonium (a stand-alone reed 
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organ) and tashkoto (described as a “‘type-writer banjo”), Mombasa Party boasts a sound the two began perfecting 
in the early 1970s as the Maulidi Music Party, then town’s most prolific musical recording group, sometimes 
performing at as many as three weddings a day. The group also features Zuhura Swaleh, one of Mombasa 
Taarab’s outstanding female voices. It was, in fact, Swaleh who in the 1970s introduced elements of female 
wedding Ngoma dances with their sharp-tongued songs into the Taarab repetoire. Bringing all of the sounds 
together is bandmaster Omar Swaleh al-Abdi, the in-demand musician who has played with almost every 
musician in the Taarab scene. 

The next performance in the VIVA! & Gala Around Town series will be Ana Moura and her Passion 
Songs of Portugal, appearing in the Westfield Insurance Studio Theater at Idea Center at Playhouse Square at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 11. Known for her soulful, riveting interpretation of fado (Portuguese passion songs), the 
vocalist now shares the sound that has made her famous in Europe with North American audiences. For more 
information on the entire VIVA! & Gala Around Town series, visit www.clevelandart.org/viva. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. The VIVA! and Gala Around 
Town series is made possible by the generosity of The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P.J. McMyler 
Musical Endowment Fund, The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, and the Musart Society. Promotional support 
for VIVA! & Gala Around Town is provided by WKSU 89.7 FM, WCLV 104.9 FM and 90.3 WCPN Ideastream. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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